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UKG HAS NOW GIVEN US FOLLOWING REPLY TO EMBASSY'S AIDE- 
MEMOIRE WHICH WE DELIVERED PURSUANT TO INSTRUCTIONS 
CONTAINED REFTEL. QUOTE 

HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT CAN CONFIRM THE UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT THAT PURCHASES OF PUBLIC 
SECTOR ENTERPRISES SUCH AS BRITISH AIRWAYS ARE GENERALLY 
GUIDED BY NORMAL COMMERCIAL CONSIDERATIONS. THEY CAN 
ALSO CONFIRM THAT THIS POLICY HAS BEEN FOLLOWED IN THE 
CASE OF BRITISH AIRWAYS’ CONSIDERATION OF ENGINE SPECI- 
FICATIONS FOR BOEING 747 AIRCRAFT FOR DELIVERY AFTER 1977. 
BRITISH AIRWAYS HAVE NOW INFORMED HER MAJESTY'S GOVERN- 
MENT THAT THEY HAVE CONCLUDED THAT THE MOST ADVANTAGEOUS 
COMMERCIAL COURSE OPEN TO THEM WOULD BE TO SPECIFY THE 
ROLLS ROYCE RB 211-524 ENGINE FOR INSTALLATION IN ALL 
747 AIRCRAFT FOR DELIVERY TO THEM FROM 1977. HER 
MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT UNDERSTANDS THAT THE BOEING AIR- 
CRAFT CORPORATION HAVE ALSO BEEN INFORMED OF THIS DECISION 
BY THE BRITISH AIRCRAFT (SIC) BOARD. 

UNQUOTE. 
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